
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Unit Title: The American Revolution 
Unit Designers (Content 
Area, Grade Level Team): Fifth Grade Team 
 
Level(s): Fifth Grade 

 
Time Span: 4 - 6 weeks 

 
Content Area: 
 

Career Prep                Health/PE            M&C Languages  Social Studies                  
English Language Arts                Mathematics            Science & Tech                 Visual & Perf. Arts 

 

Summary of Unit: 
Summary of Unit: Relations between Great Britain and the American Colonies worsened after the French 
and Indian War.  After nine years, Great Britain took over the French lands in America, but refused to 
allow the colonists to settle the land.  The colonists deeply resented this act, as well as new laws and taxes 
imposed by Britain.  Taxes, the Boston Tea Party and the Intolerable Acts drove Britain and the colonies 
further apart.  Finally, Massachusetts stood against Britain and inspired other colonists to rebel.  The 
resolve of the Americans surprised the British and led to the separation from Great Britain and the 
beginning of a new nation.   
 
Content Standards/Performance Indicators:  
E. History 
E.1. Historical Knowledge, Concepts, Themes, and Patterns:  Students understand various major eras 
in the history of the community, Maine, and the United States.  

b. identify various major historical eras, major enduring themes, turning points, events, consequences, 
persons and time frames, in the history of the community, Maine, and the United States. 
c. Trace and explain how the history of democratic principals is preserved in historic symbols, 
monuments, and traditions, important in the community, Maine, and the United States. 

 
Key Knowledge And Skills Students Will Acquire: 
Student will have an understanding of: 

 the causes of the American Revolution 
 the advantages and disadvantages of the opposing forces 
 the outcomes of the American Revolution 
 various battle techniques of the era 
 students will be able to sequence the major events of the revolutionary period 

 
How students will provide evidence of their understandings: 
Students will complete a variety of the following: 

 summaries of major events 
 journal entries 
 letters to historical figures 
 newspaper articles 

 

Students will sequence the major events leading up to and including The American Revolution. 
Revolutionaries End of Unit Assessment 
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Key Pre-Requisite Knowledge and Skills: 
Students should be able to: 

 know the factors that drew people to the new world (money, freedom of religion,    adventure, a 
better life) 

 understand the colonization of the American colonies 
 use the various parts of texts to gather and order information 
 be able to present information in a clear, orderly fashion 

 
 
Enduring Understandings: 
Overarching Enduring Understandings: 
1.  History is a story of continuity and change. 
2.  With change, comes conflict and growth. 
3.  Ordinary people can succeed against insurmountable odds. 
 
Essential Questions that Guide and Focus This Unit:  
Overarching Essential Questions: 
1.  How do people's feelings about change affect their resolve? 
2.  In an unbalanced conflict, what can determine success for a predicted loser? 
 
Teaching And Learning Experiences Used To Help Students Understand: 
Students will participate in a variety of the following: 

 Read and discuss texts (E1) 
 Read chapter books/novels (E1) 
 Research events to incorporate into a timeline (E1) 
 Direct instruction (E1) 
 Field trip to Boston (E1) 
 Role playing/reenactments (E1) 

 
How technology will be used to increase student achievement: 
videos 
internet research 
Jeopardy PowerPoint game 
internet games found through:  www.portaportal.com 
          -guest: jameymar 
          -guest: dthorne 

 
Instructional Resources: 
Novels/Short Stories:   

 Freedom’s Fire 
 My Brother Sam is Dead 
 Early Thunder 
 Phoebe The Spy  

 
Texts:  Our Country and/or The United States, Volume II 
 
Library Books:   

 Let Freedom Ring series 
 Battlefields Across America series 
 The Boston Tea Party, Profiles of the Presidents series 
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 The Story of the Declaration of Independence 
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Library Videos: 

 And Then What Happened Paul Revere? 
 Six Revolutionary War Figures 
 The American Revolution 
 My Brother Sam is Dead 

 
 

 
 
 

Attach a copy of the unit assessment, including a STANDARDS-BASED rubric or criteria for evaluation of student achievement. 
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